
Vol. XLVII, No. 10 May 20, 2015

As I write this, I am in Denver, Colorado, attending the 23rd annual 
Festival of Homiletics. This is a gathering that attracts nearly two thou-
sand clergy leaders, mostly from the United States and Canada. This is 
my fourth gathering, and it is something I look forward to each year. 
In a way, this is church for ministers. It is a chance for us to sit in the 
pews and listen to others preach to and lecture us. As bad as that might 
sound, it is actually wonderful. 

Last night, the opening night of the Festival, we gathered in the Bell-
co Theater, which is attached to the city’s convention center. It is a vast 
auditorium that looks like any other. On the stage, there was a simple 
wooden cross behind an adorned communion table. The white cloth on 
the table had been freshly pressed and was lined with gold accents. In 
the center of the table was a loaf of bread and a large, clear cup with a 
dark red liquid within it. 

The liturgy was led by a local Lutheran pastor. He was in a white robe 
that had arms that looked like wings when he raised them. The preach-
er was Nadia Bolz-Webber. She is a tattooed, salty-tongued preacher 
from the Denver area. While she might not look the part, she is a great 
preacher. She had commissioned a bluegrass liturgy to be written many 
years ago. She wanted to share this with us, and the whole service 
revolved around singing with banjos, mandolins, and fiddles playing. 
While we took communion together, the congregation was led in sing-
ing many traditional hymns one might associate with bluegrass music. 
Alison Krauss would have fit right in. 

Disjointed
As I left that service, I was puzzled. Nothing about the program 

seemed to go together. The service parts (the words spoken and the 
order in which they were addressed) were quite formal. The table and 
the leader were both dressed to impress. The preacher was in jeans and 
short sleeves to show off her tattoos. The music was something familiar, 
but it was in the wrong place. An auditorium in Denver filled with min-
isters was not the place I expected to hear bluegrass. Had I been at the 
Mountain Opry with Ray Fox, I would have expected it. 

What puzzled me was not so much that the pieces didn’t seem to fit 
together, but since nothing went off as I might have expected, why did I 
feel as if I had worshiped? After walking back to the hotel, it hit me. Be-
ing in the presence of others who wished and wanted to worship over-
came my own perceived faults with the night. Being in a room with so 
many fellow leaders had an effect on me. To be in their company with a 
common purpose helped me overcome what at first seemed disjointed. 
But in retrospect, there was much to take from it. As one body, we sang 
about His amazing grace. Together, we ate, drank, and remembered. As 
fellow servants, we reminded ourselves that we need times like this to 
be renewed ourselves. 

I am grateful for the chance to be here and for your help in making 
this week possible. When I return, sometime in the near future, you will 
hear more about what I have learned and experienced this week. 

~Thomas Quisenberry 

All singers, adult & youth, are welcome 
to join the Summer Choir! Participate each 
week as your schedule allows even if you’re 
in town for just a few Sundays. All summer 
music will be rehearsed during the Summer 
Choir Music Preview. Please invite others who 
might be interested!



Gong Show 2015
The proceeds from this event are being used towards the

Youth Choir Summer Trip to St. Louis.
Thank you for your support!



Wednesday,  May  20
"School's  Out"  Celebra2on  -‐  Pizza 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
"School's  Out"  Celebra2on  -‐  Game  Night 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  May  21
6th  St.  Parking  Lot  Resealing/Striping
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Friday,  May  22
6th  St.  Parking  Lot  Resealing/Striping
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Saturday,  May  23
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Sunday,  May  24
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship  -‐  Pentecost 11:00AM
Covered-‐Dish  Family  Picnic  at  Dogwood 6:00PM
Monday,  May  25
Church  Office  Closed
Family  Camp  at  Dogwood
Tuesday,  May  26
Office  Parking  Lot  Resealing/Striping
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Hands  &  Feet  (Ministry/Mission  Group) 5:00PM
Calendar  Planning   5:30PM
Wednesday,  May  27
Office  Parking  Lot  Resealing/Striping
No  Evening  Ac2vi2es
Thursday,  May  28
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Sunday,  May  31
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Youth  Choir  Lunch/Rehearsal 12:15PM
Commi_ee  on  Commi_ees 4:00PM
Monday,  June  1
Vaca2on  Bible  School 9:00AM
Tuesday,  June  2
Vaca2on  Bible  School 9:00AM
First  Tuesday  Book  Group   6:00PM
Wednesday,  June  3
Vaca2on  Bible  School 9:00AM
VBS  Family  Night 5:30PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team 7:15PM

On the Calendar
May / June 2015

Resealing/Striping
Parking Lots

On Thursday, May 21, and Friday, May 22, 
our Front (6th St.) Parking Lot will be resealed 
and striped (weather permitting). If you need 
to park at the church, the Office Lot and Up-
per Lot will be available.

On Tuesday, May 26, and Wednesday, May 27, 
the Office Parking Lot (next to Cameron Ln.) will 
be resealed and striped (weather permitting). 
If you need to park at the church, the Front 
(6th St.) Lot and Upper Lot will be available. 
Thank you for your flexibility!

Summer Fellowship & Bible Study will begin 
on Wednesday, June 10, at 6:30PM. Everyone 
come together in the Parlor and bring fresh 
fruit to share. We’ll move to Bible Study and 
age-related activities around 6:45PM. If you’d 
like to bring a sack supper prior to Summer 
Fellowship, tables will be available in the Par-
lor beginning at 6:00PM.

Summer
Wednesdays
at First Baptist

Register now for Vacation Bible School 
and other summer camps online at 
www.fbcchattanooga.org! VBS Family Night 
is Wednesday, June 3, at 5:30PM in the Fel-
lowship Hall. A light supper will be served and 
we’ll have an opportunity to share in what’s 
happening during VBS.

Covered-Dish
Family Picnic at

Dogwood
Sunday,May 24, 6:00PM

Entertainment: Brassworks
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  5/3/2015     ATTENDANCE  FOR  5/10/2015  
237   Worship         257   Worship  
   14   Worship  Care             11   Worship  Care  
251   WORSHIP  TOTAL      268   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
270   Sunday  School        249   Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  5/3/15   $  18,467.10  
Other  receipts  on  5/3/15   566.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  5/3/15   $  19,033.10  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  5/10/15   $  11,199.00  
Other  receipts  on  5/10/15   489.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  5/10/15   $  11,688.00  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $627,767.49  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $655,383.84  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    27,616.35)  
   As  of  5/13/15  


